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refugee, kept a circulating library in 1765
at what was known as the London book-
store. It numbered some twelve hundred
volumes, and boasted a printed catalogue.
It gives some indication of the condition
of the book business in Boston that he ad-
vertised, about ten years before the out-
break of the war, a stock of above ten
thousand volumes. If Dr. Perkins, Noah
Webster's school-master, went to New Ha-
ven to draw books from the college library,
he found there in 1765 " a good library,
consisting of about four thousand volumes,
well furnished with ancient authors, such
as the Fathers, Historians, and Classics;
many modern valuable books of divinity,
history, philosophy, and mathematics ; but
not many authors who have wrote within
these thirty years."l

We are more concerned to know the
kind of reading which was at Webster's
command when a boy outside of his school
hours. That the severer literature domi-
nated seems evident from the recourse which
he has to it in his writings when he wishes
illustrations; for, like others of his day, the

1 President Clap's Annals, under date of 1765.